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Black Cutworm Scouting 2014

Adapted from ISU’s Integrated Crop Management News

Black cutworm scouting should be under way for 2014. Scouting for larvae helps to determine
if an insecticide application will be a cost effective solution. Predicted cutting dates are based
on actual and historical degree day data (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Estimated black cutworm cutting dates for each

lowa climate division based on peak flights of moths Common thresholds for seedling, V2, V3 and V4 stage corn plants are 2, 3, 5 and 7
occurring in April 2014. The dates in orange represent plants cut out of 100, respectively. But with corn price and input fluctuations, a dy-
estimated cutting dates from an early peak flight. namic threshold may be useful. An Excel spreadsheet with the calculations built in
Scouting should begin, and continue from, these dates as can be downloaded here from the ICM’s article (scroll to the Thresholds sec-

moths continue to arrive in the state. tion) and can be used to help management decisions regarding black cutworm.

Figure 4. Black cut-
worm larval damage
usually starts above
the soil surface. Leaf
feeding (left) can
occur. As larvae ma-
ture, they can cut
plants (right). Photos
copyright Marlin Rice.

Figure 3. Black cutworms are best
distinguished by the dark tubercles on
the middle of the back. On each body
segment, the pair of tubercles closest
to the head is about one-third to one-
half the size of the pair nearest to the
abdomen.
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Current corn and soybean progress reports for week ending June 1, 2014

% Corn % Corn % Soybeans % Soybeans

Planted Emerged Planted Emerged
lllinois 98 91 lllinois 85 59
lowa 99 89 lowa 94 63
Minnesota 93 69 Minnesota 75 38
Wisconsin 86 52 Wisconsin 69 28



http://www.extension.iastate.edu/CropNews/2014/0516sisson.htm

